	DETAILED NOTE ON PROJECT “AASARA”


A temple town Yadagirigutta in Nalgonda District of Andhrapradesh with its holy surroundings is a place of prominent pilgrimage where thousands of people visit with pious feelings to offer their prayers and get holy blessings of God. It is very painful to hear that this pious atmosphere is spoiled and feelings of pilgrims are vitiated with the presence of organized prostitution of Dommara community people.  On 21-04-2005 in a special drive at Yadagirigutta 15 pimps & organizers were arrested U/s 3,4,5,7 of ITPA and remaining 35 prostitutes were arrested U/s 8 of ITPA & 294 IPC. At the same time we promised to ladies in prostitution business for rehabilitation of them and their wards. We have identified around 77 Childrens of prostitutes staying at Yadagirigutta.  Out of which, 21 are not going to any school and likelihood of joining same profession are there.  The childrens and their parents are also eager to join the school.  With a mission of fight against crime and not against criminal project AASARA is launched on 19-05-2005 at Yadagirigutta.  Since this is a age old menace and it is coupled with several sensitive issues the problem is being tackled with human touch. Following measures are being taken under the Project AASARA which is launched with integrated approach for prevention of immoral trafficking in Nalgonda District with the help of following Government and non-Governmental organizations. 

GOVERNMENT ORGINIZATIONS (Departments):

1. Revenue

2. Panchayath Raj

3. DRDA

4. Women and Child Welfare

5. Education

6. Health

7. Police 

8.  Public Representatives like MLA’s, MP’s and others.
9. State Bank of Hyderabad

10. BC Corporation
NON – GOVERNMENTAL ORGINIZATIONS:

1. Red Cross Society

2. Social/Voluntary Organization

3. Women Organizations

4. Father Rajulu, Divyabalanagar now in Germany.

As the first step of this project we have admitted 21 children into the Residential Bridge School at Yadagirigutta to have a bright future. The MLA Alair, Dr.Nagesh who attended the programme on the launching day assured that he will acquire 20 acres of land to construct houses as well as to develop horticulture for the ladies in the immoral trafficking business at Yadagirigutta with buy back system in connecting with temple authorities.  Red Cross Society is going to conduct health camp in June, 2005.  B.C. Corporation is going to admit 21 school children into hostel once bridge school is over.   

FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES ARE BEING TAKEN UP IN PROJECT AASARA 

1.  ENFORCEMENT & PREVENTION:

All the immoral trafficking organizers & ladies in prostitution business are being identified in entire Nalgonda District.  Organizers who are frequently indulging in immoral trafficking will be booked under A.P. Organized Crime Act.  History sheets are being opened against them.  Identification of potential areas from where more number of girls or ladies is lured in this business by immoral traffickers will be identified and we will concentrate on those areas for prevention of immoral trafficking.

DISTRICT CONSOLIDATED REPORT ON ANTI-TRAFFICKING FROM JANUARY-2005 TO MAY-2005
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	No. of Crimes Occurred
	Details of the cases
	No. of Traffickers/Pimps/Organizers/ Arrested/ Prosecuted
	No. of   

   Girls/ Women/ Rescued
	
	Rehabilitation Efforts
	Preventive Efforts

	
	
	
	No. of cases Registered
	Reported by Whom
	No. of cases Charge Sheeted
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	
	8
	9

	1
	-
	-
	Early Marriages
	-


	-
	-
	-
	-
	
	-
	-

	2
	-
	-
	Missing Girls/Women
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	
	-
	-

	3
	-
	1
	Abduction  of Girls
	Vaddari Vasantha D/o Rangaiah,16 yrs.
	1
	-
	1
	1
	
	“AASARA” Rehabilitation project in progress with the help of DRDA and NGOs
	Frequent raids are conducted on brothel homes and cases against traffickers are booked and special watch is also kept on them to prevent recurrence. 

	4
	-
	43
	Trafficked Girls
	Inspector of Police
	29
	-
	123
	89
	
	
	


2.  EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN:

Providing self employment by making women into groups and by advancing loans by DRDA Authorities on manufacturing and marketing of various small scale products will help   those groups. Reddy LABS programme can be undertaken for age group between 18 to 30 for both male & female in this business where 100% placement is done after a training of 3 months.

3.  SOCIAL AWARENESS:


Conducting camps through Governments and Voluntary Organizations.  Personality development through behavioral training with the help of Red Cross and other voluntary organizations.

4.  SHELTER: 


Providing land at a particular place to all such women and constructing houses for them at that place and to providing certain land for their livelihood at that particular place.  Horticulture with buy back system tied up with the temple authorities will be viable alternative proposed in Yadagirigutta by MLA Alair.

5. EDUCATION:

Listing out children of these groups providing free education to them by joining them in schools so that at least next generation should come out of this menace.  First (21) children have been identified and they are joined in Bridge School at Yadagirigutta.

6. HEALTH CAMPS:

Conducting health camps for their good health with the help of medical and health departments and private organizations like Red Cross, I.M.A. etc.

The District Administration has come out with a slew measures under AASARA project to eradicate prostitution from the temple of Yadagirigutta.  Accordingly, on 3rd June, 2005 a programme was conducted by District Collector, Nalgonda Sri K.Vijayanand, IAS wherein he   said that the allocation of 20 acres of land for construction of pucca houses for the families who involved in the flesh trade and imparting trainings in various courses for the adolescent girls hailing from the Dommara caste  have taken up.  He disbursed cheques worth Rs. 3.5 lakhs to the four self help groups formed by Dommara women, who have decided to start their life a fresh.  He also launched a training programme organized under Indira Kranti Pathakam and the District Rural Development Agency performed bhoomi puja on the outskirts of the town where the women would be rehabilitated.  On the same day, the State Bank of Hyderabad gave away a grant of Rs. 1.5 lakhs for the womens group to purchase machinery to manufacture various products. Further, the District Collector announced to form a District Level Committee consisting of officials to monitor the progress in the rehabilitation exercise and the committee will meet once a month to review the works. 

Attack on crime but not the criminals is the theory behind project AASRA and this project will go long way in prevention of immoral trafficking in Nalgonda District.  This project is aimed at confidence building measures to create trust in Government in general & Police in particular among trafficked woman. Two prong strategy of coming down heavily against organizers and pimps at the same time giving alternative to sex workers for their livelihood is adopted by Nalgonda Police. In future we are going to take-up activities in entire district in co-ordination with other partners.

Submitted for kind perusal.

Supdt.  of Police,


     Nalgonda.

Encl: Press Clippings & Photos.
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	Police don new role for a noble cause 
Staff Reporter 

Help children of sex workers live with dignity as part of Aasara 
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A NEW BEGINNING: The Alair MLA, K. Nagesh, administering oath to children of Dommara families in Yadagirigutta on Thursday. The SP, M.M. Bhagwat, is seen. 
YADAGIRIGUTTA (NALGONDA DT.): Kamsani Laxmi (name changed) doesn't want to take up the profession that her grandmother and mother took up for their livelihood. She wants to become a doctor instead. 

When the Superintendent of Police, M. M. Bhagwat, was holding an informal meeting with the District Education Officer, Laxma Reddy, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Kistappa, the Project Director of the Woman and Child Welfare, Sarada, the Yadagirigutta MPP president, G. Sunita and the Indian Red Cross district secretary, P. Rammohan Rao, in the Yadagirigutta police station on Thursday, Laxmi politely came in with an application. The meeting was intended to help the children of sex workers to lead a dignified life by studying under a newly launched integrated approach, Aasara. 

Desire to study 

Going by the application, the girl had studied up to tenth class, that too in English medium, in a private school and had secured a first class, something rare in the Dommara caste. Now, she wants the Government to help her pursue Intermediate with Botany, Zoology and Chemistry as optionals. "I want to become a doctor," Laxmi told the police officers. 

Plea to DEO 

Appreciating her interest, the SP requested the DEO to ensure her a seat in good college. "Certainly we will join her in a good college," the DEO said. Later, at a public meeting, the BC Welfare Officer, Madan Mohan, assured the Alair MLA, K. Nagesh, that he would take up her case with the higher ups to ensure that she gets good education. 

Eradication 

As part of Aasara, the Police Department has decided to take up the issue seriously to eradicate prostitution from the temple town of Yadagirigutta. A good number of children of prostitutes attended the inaugural session and took a pledge to avail the Government schemes to become good citizens. 
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	Welfare steps for sex workers 
Staff Reporter 

Nalgonda District Collector promises land, houses 
YADAGIRIGUTTA (NALGONDA DT.): Giving a fillip to the `Aasara' programme launched by the Police Department, the district administration has come out with a slew of measures to eradicate prostitution from the temple town of Yadagirigutta. 

Allocation of 20 acres of land, construction of pucca houses for families involved in the flesh trade and imparting training in various courses for the adolescent girls hailing from the Dommara caste are some of the measures announced by the Collector, Kaveti Vijayanand. 

Mr. Vijayanand gave away cheques worth Rs.3.5 lakhs to the four groups formed by Dommara women, who have decided to start life afresh. He also launched a training programme organised under Indira Kranti Patham and the District Rural Development Agency and performed bhoomi puja on the outskirts of the town where the women would be rehabilitated. 

Bank's gesture 

The State Bank of Hyderabad gave away a grant of Rs.1.5 lakhs for the women's groups to purchase machinery to manufacture various products. Reacting to the Alair MLA, K. Nagesh's request, Mr. Vijayanand announced a district level committee consisting of officials to monitor the progress in the rehabilitation exercise. The committee will meet once a month to review the works. Earlier, Mr. Nagesh asked the Collector to appoint a committee to monitor the developmental works to be taken up for the Dommara women for 10 years. He asked the administration to find employment opportunities for women in various factories in the district. 

Bridge school 

The Collector said that a bridge school for children from Dommara families was on cards. The Indian Red Cross Society would be asked to run the school. 

The Superintendent of Police, M.M.Bhagwat, the brain behind `Aasara', said his department would adopt a two-pronged strategy to solve the problem. "We will enforce law by cracking down on brothels on one hand and initiate measure for the rehabilitation of the women on the other," he said. The DRDA Project Director, Champa Lal, the Bhongir RDO and DSP, Kistappa and Malhal Rao and the Secretary of the Red Cross, P.Rammohan Rao, also spoke
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